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As a Systems Analyst, I work directly with my stakeholders and the development 
team. One of my responsibilities in this role is to ensure that the solution that we 
deliver accomplishes its goals and it does it in a user-friendly fashion. 
The solution involved creating an ‘Attachments’ custom button on the Supplier 
Maintenance form that opens an APEX application where the user can upload 
attachments associated with a particular supplier. The APEX application will store the 
attachments in an encrypted environment. 
The Solution design was straight forward; however, when the development team 
finished the first phase, I realized that there is a disconnect between the look and feel 
of the Oracle Supplier Maintenance form and the new attachments form in the APEX 
application. 
As I expressed my concerns to the development team, we sat together to make 
changes to the look and feel of the APEX application and I quickly noticed how 
relatively easy it is to make these changes. 
I then asked the developer if he would feel comfortable if I made these changes. The 
developer agreed and helped me familiarize myself with APEX. Shortly after, I was 
comfortable with APEX and was able to match the look and feel of the Supplier 
Maintenance form while in the process learning the basics of APEX development 
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This is the final result. 
All of the look and feel changes required basic HTML and CSS knowledge only which I 
already had but is also easy to learn quickly. 
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APEX removes several prerequisites for development such as setting up the 
development environment, interaction with the database, committing data to the 
database. 
It starts the development process at the 50% mark rather than from point zero. The 
User Interface is already established via APEX templates. UI components such as 
buttons, fields, calendars, forms, reports,.. are already defined and don’t require the 
developer to create them. Because of that, APEX arguably doesn’t require knowledge 
in web development for basic applications 
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I used to think that development is complex, and it may well be; however, 
development with APEX is relatively easy even for complex solutions. 
It removes the barriers that exist with other development tools or technologies and 
allow functional users to extend their capabilities to the development arena. 
My first interaction with APEX was enlightening. It made me realize that I too can be a 
developer if I use this tool. Had I not made the suggestion to alter the look and feel of 
the APEX solution that I mentioned earlier; and had I not worked with a developer on 
it, I wouldn’t have known APEX. This is exactly the purpose of this session which is to 
let Systems Analysts know of APEX; its capabilities, and more importantly, to 
encourage them to explore it and use it. 
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In the development world, there are 3 basic components to keep in mind: The data, 
The user Interface, and Manipulating the data on the user interface via various 
actions. 
APEX simplifies the interaction with these 3 components. 
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Before any development can be started, a database needs to be setup to host the 
tables. And tables need to be created to hold the data. 
Since APEX ships with the Oracle Database, there is no need to worry about the 
database. 
Tables in APEX are easily created using the table creation wizard. 
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Forms can be auto-created based on the tables that were created in the previous 
step.  
Form elements can be moved and configured easily using APEX’s editor. 
Reports are created and configured in the same fashion. 
There are options to link forms and reports such as a form that updates a report. 
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Create, Save, and Delete are executed via processes.  
No need to write code to update the database for simple actions 
There are other interactions such as conditionally hiding fields, or setting values of 
certain fields, etc.. that are accomplished via ‘Dynamic Actions’  
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The 2 most important components of becoming an APEX developer are: 
- Practice and explore the Packaged Applications that already exist in APEX. You will 

learn a lot from them 
- Make sure you have a developer willing to coach you as you learn APEX. This is 

very important because it will keep you from being discouraged if certain topics 
are new to you. A developer can save you a ton of research and can sometimes 
explain concepts in a more direct way than reading about it in books or online. A 
mentoring developer is key for the analysts confidence in their quest to learn 
APEX. 
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